prey to disease and need the physician's aid. Hold what view we may as to the real efficacy of the medicines which he administers, the great majority of us take more or less of them in the course of our lives, and when we do take them we are naturally desirous that they be pure and properly compounded. Absolute purity or precise strength may not in all cases be matters of supreme importance, but the feeling is not only natural, but entirely justifiable, that, if medicine is in any sense a science, the medicinal agents employed in the treatmenc of disease should be administered with some approach to scientific precision. Looked at in this light, therefore, nothing is unimportant, and the pharmacist who would be the true ally of the ideal physician must take this view of his calling and practice it as a profession and not as a trade. In other words, he, no less than the physician, must be imbued with the scientific spirit, and" regard accuracy and precision in the practice of his art as of no less importance than business integrity in the conduct of his affairs.
The first question that we may well ask is: What constitutes adulteration ? Our latest dictionary, the "Standard" says that to adulterate is to "make impure by the admixture of other, or baser, ingredients," and His charges for services rendered should be proportioned to the skill required of him, and to the investment of time and of money which he has made in preparing himself to serve the public properly and legitimately. May we not hope that the time is not far distant when 'cut rate" drug stores will be no more; unfair competition a thing of the past; charlatanism of all kinds banished from this business, and the practice of pharmacy, conducted by educated men alone, raised to the place which it ought to occupy among scientific pursuits ? That many abuses exist at present is implied in what has been said, but for many of these, the pharmacist himself is by no means responsible. 
